
Arana Contract Bridge Club 1 August 2007 

 
 

 

 
 
From the PRESIDENT 
It was encouraging to see strong support for the club 
teams championship which was held on l5th July. 13 
teams participated, including 3 novice teams. The 
pairs championship is scheduled for Sunday 30th 
September so you can put that one in your diaries. 

I know it is a bit early, but another important date to 
consider is the interclub teams which is scheduled for 
Sunday 11th  November. The event is contested 
between participating Brisbane clubs with each club 
fielding one team in each of the three divisions - less 
than 100 master points, less than 300 masterpoints, 
and open. If you are interested in playing in this 
event, please enter your partnership in the appropriate 
division via the entry form on the notice board. It will 
then be left to the club selectors to pick the teams. 

Reluctantly, Irena Hall has relinquished her role as 
provedore due to a chronic back problem. I would 
like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank Irena 
for the hard work she has done in her role over the 
last few years. Her place has been taken by Pat and 
John Andrew, who I also thank for taking on this 
task. 

Two milestone birthdays were celebrated during the 
month with Vonnie Wallace and Ken Hooper turning 
80. Happy birthday to both. (See photos p.2). 

 
BOOK REVIEW 

 
PLANNING IN DEFENCE 
by David Bird & Marc Smith 

This is one of a series on Bridge Techniques. Half 
our time at the table is spent in defence, so it 
makes sense to learn the fundamental strategies 
available to us. 

This book starts with the opening lead and goes 
through all stages of play - count, signals and 
discards. If you have ever wondered "What should 
I do now?" then read this book to get the answers. 

Take an example on reading the opening lead. 
When you play 4th best from a good suit, second 
best from a poor suit, it is usually easy for the 
defender in 3rd seat to read the position. 

Vul: N/S 
Dlr: S ♠873 
  ♥K6 
  ♦AQ103 
  ♣K964 
 ♠A1062  ♠QJ94 
 ♥9752  ♥A83 
 ♦862  ♦975 
 ♣107  ♣J53 
  ♠K5 
  ♥QJ104 
  ♦KJ4 
  ♣AQ82 
S W N E 
1NT P 3NT all pass 

Partner leads ♥7. Dummy plays the King and you 
take it with the Ace. What now? Many players 
would Lead back ♥8, but there was a hidden 
message in the lead. Either it was second best from 
4 small cards, or 4th highest from an honour 
holding. What honour could W have? If he had 
Q10972 he would have played the l0; with J10972 
the J; with QJ972 the Q. So you can be fairly 
certain, having stopped to think, that declarer 
holds the missing honours. Hence a switch to 
spades is essential. Four further tricks can be 
taken, and the contract defeated. 

Each chapter deals with a different topic and has a 
quiz at the end to test your understanding of the 
content. The book is written in simple terms, so 
can be beneficial to newer, as well as improving 
players. 

Irena Hall 
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ETIQUETTE 
 

1. Courtesy: Players should maintain a courteous 
attitude at all times. 
2. Etiquette of word and action: Players should carefully 
avoid any remark or action that might cause annoyance 
or embarrassment to another player, or might interfere 
with the enjoyment of the game. 
3. Conformity to correct procedure: Every player should 
follow uniform and correct procedure in  calling and 
playing. 
 

TRUTH 
 

The philosophical point of view: 
“ ‘Beauty is truth, truth is beauty,’ – that is all Ye know 
on earth, and all ye need to know.” 
John Keats (1795-1821). 

Of more relevance perhaps, and certainly more topical: 
“If you know something is true, and read it in the 
newspaper, immediately start to disbelieve it.” 
Sir William Osler  (1849-1919) – a famous Canadian 
physician. 

16th July, 2007 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

August   
Fri 3 Friday red point pairs 

(week 1) 
Fri 10 Friday red point pairs 

(week 2) 
Sat 11-12 Surfers Teams 
Sun 12 Toowong novice teams 

(<100 MPs) 
Sat 18-19 QBA Butler pairs QCBC with 

rest side <150 MPs 
Tue 21 Neil Hamilton Memorial 

red point pairs 
Fri 24 QBA mixed teams (round 1) 
Sat 25 Red Points 
Sun 26 Sunshine Coast swiss teams 

September   
Sat 1-2 QBA open teams - Toowong 

Mon 3 Monday red point pairs 
 

EDITORIAL 
WHAT IS A BRIDGE CLUB?  

 
Yes, I know! A bridge club is where you go to have a pleasant time mixing with fellow members and visitors 
enjoying a game of cards - of infinite variations and surprises. However, we should all pause to think about 
and realise what is involved to allow us the privilege of partaking in this pastime. There has to be 
organisation. 
 
Firstly there has to be a place to play. Due to foresight, hard work and many trials and tribulations, Arana 
has the advantage of owning our club house. Then the members need the club to be run smoothly and 
efficiently – to survive and prosper socially, technically and financially. This involves the President, Vice-
President, Secretary, Treasurer and other Committee members – all as voluntary workers. They see that 
members have the right playing conditions and equipment, are provided with appropriate refreshments and 
maintain the building and contents and the surrounds. Then we have a librarian – to help improve our play; 
the scorers - so that we know how well, or how poorly we did; those who keep tabs on all those 
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Masterpoints we are accumulating; arrangement of partners (bridge partners that is!) – and members who 
thought of the Bring-and-Buy table and others who now run it. How could we function without Directors? - 
an interesting but thankless job. 
 
So, these are some of the "bricks and mortar" that make up the club –  not just the building, but the Club as a 
whole. We pay tribute to those responsible, past and present, for our club. Happy Bridging! 
David Backstrom. 
 

DUMMY REVERSAL 
   
Vul: N/S ♠A102 
Dlr: South ♥A84 
  ♦AJ62 
  ♣A43 
 ♠J985  ♠6 
 ♥K6  ♥QJ73 
 ♦KQ75  ♦10983 
 ♣975  ♣KQ108 
  ♠KQ743 
  ♥10952 
  ♦4 
  ♣J62 
W N E S 
 1NT P 2♣ 
P 2♦ P 2♠ 
 all pass 
Opening lead: ♦K 
Commentary by Michael Lawrence: South tried to find 
a heart fit before settling in 2♠. This sequence is part of 
a convention called Drop Dead Syndrome. When you 
use Stayman and then bid two-of-a-major, you are 
saying you have a weak hand. In order to use this bid, 
you have to have both majors. For the most part, when 
you bid Stayman and then bid a major, your partner 
passes. If, however, you bid 2♥ and your partner has 
three good spades and two hearts, he is allowed to bid 
2♠. He may never bid higher than 2♠ because you are 
promising a lousy hand. 
 
How many tricks do you expect to take after the lead of 
♦K? With spades and hearts not dividing and with 
nothing happening in clubs, you may lose a spade, three 
hearts and two clubs. It would take some poor play to 
lose all of these tricks, but might you find a way to get 
around enough of these losers to make an overtrick? 
 
If you see the answer, you may be feeling that this theme 
has appeared once too often. If you do not see the 
answer, then this is a good hand for you to read. 
 
Take the ♦A and ruff a diamond in your hand. Go to the 
♥A and ruff another diamond. When the queen does not 
fall, you know it is safe to go to dummy with the ♣A in 
order to ruff the last diamond. At this point you have six 
tricks safely home and you have three more unassailable 
spade tricks to take - nine tricks in all. Since these plays 
do occur with modest frequency, this is a worthwhile 
technique to learn. It is called a dummy reversal. 
 

DIRECTORS' CORNER 
Penalty Card 

 
There appears to be some confusion regarding "Penalty 
Cards". Most are under the impression that ALL penalty 
cards must be played at the earliest legal opportunity. 
This may or may not be the case. This was emphasised 
on an occasion when an ace was marked as in a certain 
hand which had a penalty card. Declarer played the king 
and told the Marked hand with the penalty card that they 
had to play the penalty card giving the king a free ride. 
Wrong! The penalty card was a Minor penalty card 
 
Law 50-B states “A single card below the rank of an 
honour (9 to 2) and exposed inadvertently” (as in 
playing two cards to a trick, or in dropping a card 
accidentally) becomes a “Minor penalty card”. (Unless 
the defender has more than one penalty card) 
 
The Important Bit 
 Law 50-C States: "When a defender has a minor 
penalty card he may not play any other card below the 
rank of an honour, of the same suit, until he has played 
the penalty card. However, he is entitled to play an 
honour card instead. 
 
I hope this helps save you from being wrongly 
disadvantaged. 
 
PS. Did you know: Chapter one states an honour as 
“Any Ace, King, Queen, Jack or 10”? 
Frank Hoult 
 
 

♣ ♦ Important Phone Numbers ♥ ♠ 

Clubhouse Phone Number: (07) 3851 0299 

Email address: aranabridge@netspace.net.au 

Results: 
http://aranabridge.customer.netspace.net.au 

President:  David Lehmann 3205 7276 

Vice-President: Barbara Holmes 3300 6654 

Secretary:  Tony Agar  3851 1362 

Treasurer: Jan McRobbie 3355 2425 

Partner Contact: Betty Willson 3355 2519 
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Masterpoint Movements 

NEW rankings for Arana home club members 
for the period to 31st July. 
Graduate Master 
Karin Kappel 
Robert Large 
Ann Wood 
Club Master 
Judith Carr 
Jan May 
Jeanine Mewburn 
Samuel Pennisi 
Alda Pennisi 
Local Master 
Marian Arnold 
Peter Ebert 
Pauline Ford 
*Local Master 
Judy Wilkinson 
**Local Master 
Gary Cran 
Gillian Lycette 

 
Regional Master 
Lyn Haysom 
Gordon Broadley 
State Master 
Frederick Hoult 
Lorraine Steele 
David Lehmann 
*State Master 
Peggy Whittaker 
Andrew Guminski 
National Master 
Allan Box 
Life Master 
Ailsa Smith 
Robert Matthew (MP Secretary). 

 
DEADLINE 

AUGUST 27 2007 
Editor 

Ph: 3359 6262 
Email: dandm31@optusnet.com.au 

 
 


